MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

according to their opinion; or he determines the proportion
of the precious metal by means of its water displacement.
If these two methods are not possible, he melts a small part
of the article, if that is possible. If, however, the amount
of the metal can only be determined by melting the whole
of the article or an important part of it, either method re-
sulting in a decrease of the value of the article, he pays the
zakat only for the nisabs of which he is positive but not for
those about which he is doubtful.

The weight of the precious metal is determined by water
in two ways: (i) The article in question is immersed in a
vessel containing water and the level of the water is marked.
Then equal weights of the precious metal and of the alloy in
question are immersed and the level of the water is again
marked for each. If the mark for the article is, for in-
stance, equally distant from the other two marks, then the
alloy and the precious metal are half and half, and similarly
for other proportions. (2) The article in question, which,
for example, weighs 10 dirhams, is immersed in the water
and the level is marked. Then the weight of the precious
metal and of the alloy which will displace the water to the
same level are successively determined. If then the weight
of the precious metal is 12 and of the alloy 8 dirhams, it is
clear that the proportion is half and half.

Articles of Trade (furud al-tijarah}^ The Arabic word
for article is 'urud, plural of farad, or fard, meaning wealth
in general except gold and silver. According to Abu
'Ubayd, 'urud applies to every thing which is not meas-
ured by volume or weight and is not animal or real
estate ({aqar). The author of the Path2 approves of the
first definition because every thing except gold and silver
may become an article of trade and pay sakat as such. This
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